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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

1 . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1 .312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Eric T. King (Reg. No. 44,188) on September 12, 2005. 

2. The application has been amended as follows: 

Claim 8 (Twice Amended) A system comprising: 

a home server including a service component installed in a network software 
stack, the service component to detect when a server application listens for a 
connection; 

a remote client coupled through the Internet and to the system by an Internet 
agent, the Internet agent listening on behalf of the home server for connection requests 
from a remote client; 

a forwarding agent directly connected to the home server, wherein the service 
component informs the forwarding agent that the server application is listening for a 
connection and forwards the access parameters to the forwarding agent, the forwarding 
agent to provide the Internet agent with access parameters received from the home 
server; and 
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a gateway running a Network Address Translation (NAT) software program, the 
gateway connecting the forwarding agent to the Internet agent via the Internet; 

wherein, if the remote client provides proper access parameters to the Internet 
agent, the Internet agent provides the remote client access to a service running on the 
home server and the Internet agent and the forwarding agent [become] act as layer 4 
routers. 

Claim 1 1 (Amended) The system of claim [10] 9, wherein the service component allows 
access to the server application by a remote client by: 

a) inquiring whether a user would like the server application to be accessible 
from a remote client; and 

b) setting required access parameters. 

Claim 28 (Amended) A method comprising: 

detecting when a server application of a home server listens for a connection 
utilizing a service component installed in a network software stack; 

utilizing an Internet agent to couple a remote server through the Internet to the 
home server, the Internet agent listening on behalf of the home server for connection 
requests from a remote client; 

utilizing a forwarding agent directly connected to the home server to provide the 
Internet agent with access parameters received from the home server, wherein a 
service component of the home server informs the forwarding agent that the server 
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application is listening for a connection and forwards the access parameters to the 
forwarding agent; and 

connecting the forwarding agent to the Internet and the Internet agent using a 
gateway running a Network Address Translation (NAT) software program; 

wherein, if the remote client provides proper access parameters to the Internet 
agent, the Internet agent provides the remote client access to a service running on the 
home server and the Internet agent and the forwarding agent [become] act as layer 4 
routers. 

3. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

None of the prior art references teach (alone or in combination) all the limitations 
together, within the independent claims 8 and 28. For example, the independent claims 
contain limitations, within a certain environment, a forwarding agent and an Internet 
agent to startup a session for a remote/external client to a home server. After the 
remote client has proper access, the agents perform layer 4 router functions. 
Applicants' arguments [filed 6/27/05, pgs 7-8] are considered persuasive to the 
limitations of this claim over the prior art of record. Examiner agrees that the limitations 
of the independent claims are allowable subject matter over the prior art, in light of the 
specification, with the two agents to starting a session and acting as layer 4 routers, 
through the use of NAT. The prior art discloses NAT blocking incoming connections 
[Specification, page 2, lines 4-10]. Therefore, the combination of the limitations, within 
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its environment, is allowable subject matter, in light of the specification and in view of 
the Applicants' persuasive arguments. The independent claims 8 and 28 (and their 
dependent claims) are allowable, since the claim language discloses this combination of 
limitations in accordance with the specification, over the prior art of record. 

4. Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

5. Claims 8, 9, 1 1 and 28-30 are allowed. 

Conclusion 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jason D. Cardone whose telephone number is (571) 

272- 3933. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon.-Thu. (6AM-3PM). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Valencia Martin-Wallace can be reached on (571) 272-6159. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 

273- 8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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